
4 ROADWAY ELEMENT

This chapter includes the planned transportation improvements for the Grants Pass Urban
Area The first section describes the process used to identify and evaluate proposed
improvements for the transportation system in the urban area The second section describes
the planned capital improvement program which includes transportation system
improvement projects new facilities or expansions ofexisting facilities and transportation
system upgrades for existing city county and state facilities The planned improvements
are described in tables and shown on maps included in this section Individual projects have
been prioritized and scheduled for implementation over the next 20 years A new functional
classification map is also included in this section The third section of this chapter includes
roadway design guidelines for facilities within the Grants Pass Urban Area

Developing the Capital Improvement Program
Following the identification of current and future needs and deficiencies a series of
improvement alternatives were developed These included a no build alternative as well
as eight different action alternatives The action alternatives differed in the mix of individual
improvements that were included Each of the alternatives was modeled to test their
effectiveness in meeting the identified deficiencies These alternatives were evaluated using
the criteria shown in Table 41 The results of the evaluation were reviewed with the

Management Team the Transportation Public Advisory Committee and the general public
Descriptions of the alternatives along with the results of the model evaluation are included
in Appendix C of this Plan

Based on the evaluation Alternative 8 was selected as the preferred option and provided the
basis for the Capital Improvement Program This alternative was subsequently refined to
respond to comments received during the review Planning level cost estimates were
developed for each of the projects in order to assess the fiscal requirements for the
transportation improvements needed to serve the adopted land use plan Individual projects
were assigned a priority high medium or low to reflect their relative importance and
assigned to a construction time period

An assessment was made of the primary beneficiaries of each project local areawide
existing development andor new development and potential funding sources were
identified for each project related to the identified beneficiaries Possible funding sources
included state and federal fluids city general funds county road fund private developers
local improvement districts LIDs system development charges SDCs and other eg
schools and Grants Pass Parkway Redevelopment Agency A complete copy of the
financial analysis is included in Chapter 8 of this Plan
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Evaluation Criteria

Project Performance
Congestion Relief

Safety

Table 41 Evaluation Criteria for Transportation Improvements

RoadwayNetwork
Completion
Encouraging Travel
Modes Other than the

Private Automobile

Impacts ofthe Project
Natural Environment

Built Environment

Construction Impacts

Financial Feasibility
Cost Effectiveness

Funding Feasibility

Engineering Feasibility
Technical Elements

Required Structures

Community Support

Compatibility with
Plans

Community Support

1 Description

Extent to which the project relieves congestion andlor improves
LOS level of service at project location andlor elsewhere

Potential for project to improve safety for travelers using
motorized or non motorized modes of travel

Does theprojectimprovement fill in an important missing link in
the roadway or transportation system
Potential for the project to encourage travel by transit walking
bicycle andor the potential of the project to reduce total VMT
vehicle miles traveled through more direct connections

Potential impact of the project on air and water quality wetlands
and natural vegetation and ability to mitigate adverse impacts
Potential impacts ofproject on neighborhoods businesses parks
and recreational sites and historical and cultural sites

Potential shortterm impacts on the natural and built environment
during project construction

Total project cost in relation to expected benefits of the protect
How reasonable is it to expect that funds can be secured for
implementation will the project qualify for special funding

Are there any difficult or unique technical issues to be addressed
in the designconstruction of the project

Are there any structures required that will significantly increase
the technical complexity and cost of the project

IIs the project compatible with adopted plans for the City of
Grants Pass Josephine County and ODOT

1 To what degree does the community supportoppose the project
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Capital Improvement Program

Projects for the long range capital improvement program for the Grants Pass Urban Area are
divided into two categories System Improvements and Urban Upgrades System
Improvement projects include new roadways or sections of roadways and expansions of
existing facilities to provide additional capacity andoradditional improvements for bicycles
andorpedestrians Urban Upgrade projects involve improvements to existing facilities to
bring them up to the design standards for their functional classification within the urban area
Upgrade projects are shown separately for city county and state facilities Functional
classifications for all ofthe roadways is shown in Figure 41 design guidelines for each of
these classifications is included in the last section of this chapter

Transportation System improvements

Planned transportation system improvements are described in Table 42 and are shown in
Figures 42 to 44 A detailed list of planned improvements per facilitiy is located in
Appendix F These improvements include new roads a new bridge crossing the Rogue River
in the vicinity of Lincoln Road extensions of existing roadways and street widening and
other improvements The underlying rationale for the set of improvements included in the
Plan is based on the three objectives described below

Provide northsouth routes in the western and eastern portions ofthe urban area as
well as the center route along bth and 7th Streets This will provide for better
circulation within the urban area to support the approved land useplan In addition
it will help to distribute traffic more evenly throughout the urban area relieving
congestion in the downtown core and reducing unnecessary circuitous routing for
travelers

Complete critical missing links in the roadway system This will allowfor more
direct routing and a more even distribution of traffic over the entire arterial
network

Bring roadways within the urban area up to urban standards This will improve
safety and conveniencefor all travel modes including bicycle andpedestrian

The highest priority projects included in the list of System Improvements are described
below

Fourth Bridge Project 1 The selected location for a fourth bridge across the Rogue River
would connect Allen Creek RoadFlower Lane and Lincoln Road The existing river
crossings are becoming more congested and will continue to get worse as the area grows
An additional bridge will provide additional northsouth capacity across the river and a more
convenient connection for traffic on the western side of the urban area This is consistent

with the adopted land use plan which calls for substantial additional growth in this portion
ofthe urban area A new bridge in this area will eliminate some circuitous routing and travel
on eastwest streets as traffic uses the new bridge rather than traveling out of the way to reach
existing bridges The useful lifespan of a bridge is 4050 years Therefore this bridge is
planned to be four lanes wide to provide sufficient width for long term needs The roadway
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leading tofrom the bridge could be two to five lanes depending on the travel demand for the
roadway The estimated cost for the bridge is 157million it is scheduled for construction
in the period from 2006 to 2015

Lincoln Road Widening Webster Road to GStreet Project 2 The existing section
of Lincoln Road between Webster Road and G Street would be widened to three lanes and

upgraded to meet the design guidelines for an arterial street This project is related to the
fourth bridge The estimated cost for this improvement is 21 million it is scheduled for
construction in the period from 20062015

FStreet Extension Elm Street to Sunhill Drive Project 3 In this project F Street
would be extended from its current terminus to the northwest along the railroad rightofway
to connect with Sunhill Drive The resulting collector roadway would provide better access
to properties north of the railroad tracks This project provides a critical link to serve the
growing residential areas in the northwest portion of the urban area This project is linked
to Project 7 a new local access road from Morgan Lane to F Street Low priority Project
19 a new road from Upland Drive to Manzanita Street Low priority and Project 4 a new
road extending F street from Sunhill Drive to GStreetLincoln Road Medium priority
The estimated cost for this improvement is 21 million it is scheduled for construction in
the period from 2006 to 2015

Urban Upgrades

In addition to system improvements numerous locations were identified where upgrades are
needed to bring existing facilities into compliance with design guidelines for the roadways
within the Grants Pass Urban Area Upgrades could include widening of lanes to meet
standards installation ofenclosed drainage improved traffic signals installation of bicycle
lanes andor sidewalks and other types of improvements Upgrade projects for City and
State facilities are shown in Figure 43 and upgrade projects for county facilities are shown
in Figure 44 They are described in Table 42 and more fully in Appendix F The highest
priority upgrade projects are summarized in Table 43
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Table 43 High Priority Urban Upgrade Projects

Project 1 Location
City
37 I G Street
39 I Beacon Drive

County
58 G Street

59 G Street

61 Grandview Avenue

92 Redwood Avenue

93 Redwood Avenue

94 Redwood Avenue

State

111 PedestrianBikeway Bridge
112 Redwood Highway
113 Redwood Highway
114 Redwood Highway
115 Redwood Highway
116 6th7th Street Couplet
117 Jacksonville Highway

1 Limits

I
Leonard Road to 3rd Street

A Street to D Street

3rd Street to 4th Street

Lincoln Road to Leonard Street

Harbeck Road to Cloverlawn Drive

Redwood Highway to Daisy Lane
Daisy Lane to Dowell Road
Dowell Road to 450 feet west ofDarneille

Vicinity ofAll Sports Park

At Rogue River Highway
Milepost 03 to 69 6th street to 7 miles west
At Dowell Road

At Allen Creek Road

North I5 Interchange to Park Street
New Hope Road to Urban Growth Boundary
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Planning Criteria and Design Standards

This section includes general descriptions and guidelines for roadway design within the
Grants Pass Urban Area Table 44 includes descriptions of the general functions and
characteristics for different functional classifications Figure 45 includes typical cross
section diagrams for these types of roadways These illustrations are for typical facilities
within each ofthe distinct functional classifications There may be valid reasons for the city
county or state to deviate from these guidelines in response to unique conditions at a
particular location

In general the City of Grants Pass Josephine County and the Oregon Department of
Transportation will follow current versions ofrecognized design standards when designing
and constructing improvements for transportation facilities within the Grants Pass Urban
Area These include

AASHTO American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
Standardsfor roadway design andfor design ofbicycle andpedestrian facilities

MUTCD Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and Oregon Supplements
to the MUTCDfor traffic signals and other traffic control devices andfar roadway
signage

ODOT Oregon Department ofTransportation Design Manual

City ofGrants Pass Department ofEngineering Standard Plans and

Josephine County Standards and Specifications for Design and Construction of
County Roads
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